
Herseth Sandlin Legislation Ensures Greater Access to Quality Health Care in Rural America

               

       

 1 / 10



Herseth Sandlin Legislation Ensures Greater Access to Quality Health Care in Rural America

For            Immediate Release

 2 / 10



Herseth Sandlin Legislation Ensures Greater Access to Quality Health Care in Rural America

           Contact: Betsy Hart 202-226-8555

 3 / 10



Herseth Sandlin Legislation Ensures Greater Access to Quality Health Care in Rural America

HERSETH            SANDLIN, WALDEN INTRODUCE BIPARTISAN LEGISLATION TO CREATE RURAL HEALTH            QUALITY ADVISORY COMMISSION
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Federal            Commission will ensure greater access to quality care in Rural America
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Washington,            DC- Today,            Rep. Herseth Sandlin and Rep. Greg Walden (R-OR) reintroduced the Rural            Health Quality Advisory Commission Act to ensure federal health policy            recognizes the unique health care needs of rural communities and supports            efforts to improve the delivery of quality health care in these communities.            Based on the recommendations of a National Academies’ Institute of Medicine            report entitled “Quality through Collaboration: the Future of Rural            Health,” this legislation would direct the Secretary of Health and Human            Services to create an expert Rural Health Quality Advisory Commission            to facilitate implementation of a national plan for rural health quality            improvement. 
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“As federal health            care quality initiatives develop, it is vitally important for rural            health care to receive the expert consideration it deserves in order            for its unique characteristics to be fairly considered and incorporated            into national quality measures,” Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. “The establishment            of a Rural Health Quality Advisory Commission will ensure that the differences            between the care in urban and rural areas are appropriately recognized,            and that national quality measures ensure access to quality health care,            while reflecting the diverse settings in which health care is delivered            in communities across South Dakota and the country.”
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The legislation            authorizes $30 million to create the Commission and for the design and            implementation of five demonstration projects to evaluate methods to            improve the quality of health care in rural communities. The Commission            would use information gleaned from the demonstration projects to make            national recommendations based on lessons learned.
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While the majority            of health care quality improvement tools will be applicable equally            in urban and rural areas, experts have found there will also be differences.            For example, a quality measure applicable in an urban setting may address            conditions that are not often treated or procedures that are not commonly            performed in small rural hospitals. Likewise, procedures and processes            such as triage, stabilization, and transfer of patients can be particularly            important in rural hospitals. Herseth Sandlin concluded, “As we consider            comprehensive health care reform, it’s critical that the needs and challenges            of rural America are included in any solution. The Commission will highlight            those needs and improve access to quality care in communities across            South Dakota.” 
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